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Direction from the Hon’ble Supreme Court
Order dated 21.02.2016
“Mr. Harish N. Salve, learned amicus curiae shall in the meantime file his objections to I.A. 393 of 2011 filed by Union of India seeking exemption from the direction of this court dated 16.12.2015 in so far as vehicles required for use by the special protection group are concerned.”
1. EPCA convened a meeting to discuss the exemption sought by Central Govt. for purchase of diesel vehicles for Special Protection Group (SPG) protectees through IA No. 393 filed before the Hon’ ble Supreme Court of India.
2. Director, SPG briefed EPCA that the vehicles are procured under two categories: Special Purpose Vehicles and General Purpose Vehicles and that special purpose vehicles include armored vehicles, escort vehicles and ferry vehicles. Out of these, the Central Govt. has sought exemption for purchase of diesel cars for armored vehicles and escort vehicles. 
3. Director, SPG explained to EPCA that the reason for seeking exemption for purchase of a diesel SPG protectees vehicles/cars, in this case the Toyota Fortuner (diesel), because this car meet the requirement of a SPG protectees vehicle and that its petrol version is not available in India. 
4. Director, SPG informed EPCA that they had also explored for petrol SUV cars in the market for the purpose. There are only three petrol based SUVs available: Honda CRV, Hyundai CRETA and Maruti Grand Vetera but these do not meet the requirements of SPG protectees vehicle.
5. EPCA asked Director SPG about the number of cars that will be purchased. Director SPG informed that they purchased 2 cars during last year and are in process of armoring it and in order to support this there is need of 12 escort cars i.e. two sets of 6 escort cars each. 
6. Director, SPG informed EPCA that they have discussed the matter with automobile companies who have told them that in case there is a ban on the sale of such vehicles, they will manufacture petrol versions in the future. 
7. EPCA was of the view that in light of the fact that these vehicles are needed to support the armored vehicles that have been purchased it would be prudent to allow this exemption for 12 vehicles. But it was of the view that for this one-time exemption, an ECC of 30 per cent would have to be imposed. It was also of the view that SPG must explore options for petrol variants of these vehicles as these are available in other countries and so can be manufactured in India as well. 

