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Directions from the Hon’ble Supreme Court

Order dated 16.12.2016

“We accordingly direct the Government of NCT of Delhi to take immediate steps for repair of pavements and make pavements wherever the same are missing and also to take immediate steps for procurement of the requisite vacuum cleaning vehicles for use on Delhi roads expeditiously but not later than 1st April, 2016”.


The Hon’ble Supreme Court has ordered vacuum cleaning of all roads in the NCR. Currently there are only two vacuum cleaning devices in the region and are both employed by NDMC. Delhi government has informed EPCA that it is in process of acquiring more vacuum cleaning machines. 

EPCA notes that road digging and improper repair for laying down various utility services is one of the major sources of fugitive road-dust in the city. These activities should be monitored for road dust control. Time bound and proper repair of these dug-up roads will drastically reduce road dust and should be taken up as priority. 

Chief Engineer, PWD-Delhi informs EPCA that the agency owns and maintains 1,280 km stretch of road in NCT of Delhi. Agency has given 142 road cutting approval between December 2015 to February 2016 in Delhi. At present 91 locations are dug-up by various utility agencies in Delhi. EPCA had sought from PWD-Delhi a GIS map of its road network with 91 locations where road is dug-up marked, which was not shared. PWD-Delhi submitted to EPCA detailed report on the location and status of road repairs. DDA has 48 road stretches dug out in Dwarka with commutative length of about 31 km. Only four stretches have been repaired. No updated information was made available after February 9, 2016.  

No information was received from Haryana and UP.

EPCA notes that repairs are dependent upon the ability of the utilities to finish their work. PWD-Delhi has a target of finishing repairs within three months after utilities complete their service laying and testing. Therefore there are no fixed deadlines for road repairs. 

Further there are no guidelines for road digging, which ensure minimum dust pollution from this activity. 

ECPA recommends that both utilities and PWD be given a stringent time frame to finish their respective work. CPCB should formulate guidelines for dust control during road digging and repair. 
